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This morning I woke up with a deep sense of gratitude. Grateful that I am 
alive in this country at this time. That, challenges notwithstanding, I have an 
opportunity to contribute to an initiative, a movement that calls on us 
CITIZENS to make a difference. That this difference is vested in the decisions  
of each and everyone of us, and the actions of each and everyone of us to 
ultimately affect the way we think in a constructive and productive way.
Grateful that we still have a sense of community that spurs us to action for 
the greater good of society.

Thank you Bobby Godsell and James Motlatsi for pulling us to ourselves.

I read somewhere that:
“The planet does not need more successful people. The planet desperately 
needs more peacemakers, healers, restores, storytellers and lovers of all 
kinds”
I also read elsewhere that
“The world needs who dreamers who do”

The idealist in me relates to these 2 statements.

I imagine that there are as many reasons why we are each choosing to sign 
up for the Citizens Charter, as there are people in this room. We could spend 
time unpacking those reasons, but one of the major reasons we are doing 
this, is NOT to be a political party.

There are 3 reasons I would like us to consider today. I want to believe that 
our sense of nationhood, our sense of greatness as a people keeps us 
centered and grounded towards finding avenues that keep us focused on 
what is possible for our country.

The 3 reasons I am asking us to consider today are based on
1. the need to Re-language and change the common narrative of negativity
2. the need to Re-claim our ability to dream and infuse the same in our young 

and to as many of our fellow Citizens as possible
3. the need to Re-store the confidence in ourselves to make decisions and be 

able to live with those decisions

RE-LANGUAGING    
If it is true that we are what we think and say, how do we encourage our 
compatriots to change the narrative, to re-language, given that our thoughts 



and actions are pivotal to what we experience in our daily lives? Pivotal to 
longer term visions for our lives? This may seem obvious to us but is not 
necessarily so to so many others. 
I believe there is a need to keep this in our minds in a conscious way so that 
it becomes second nature. It has implications for cultivating an engaging and 
confident Citizenry, to consciously interrogate their thoughts, the words they 
speak and read, and ultimately the actions they take.

RE-CLAMATION  
Re-claiming our ability to dream, means that we can ignite a spark of hope in 
ourselves and for those who may feel a deep-seated hopelessness and 
despondency.
I believe that we need to go back KwaNtu and harness the values and 
qualities that define a good person, a person who contributes to the shaping 
of a good society.
Reclaim our ability to love. Through loving words and actions create a space 
for respect, compassion, empathy, loyalty and all those values that give voice 
to, and elevate the spirit of Goodness.
We often refer to values as ‘old-fashioned’ as though values have a sell-by 
date. Perhaps it’s time to refrain from doing this. 

RE-STORATION
Restoring the confidence in ourselves to make good decisions goes hand in 
hand with empowering people to do so. Restoring confidence to make good 
decisions  also means, among other things, that we educate, inform, share 
knowledge with those that may not have the education, information, 
knowledge that we have, so that they too, can make good decisions for 
themselves in an informed and confident manner.
Again this might seem obvious, yet it is not necessarily so.

My wish is that, as we focus on these reasons as to why we are signing up 
for the CITIZENS CHARTER, we shall foster among our families, our 
networks, our colleagues and the CITIZENRY at large, an ability to balance 
the rights that we tend to demand, with the responsibilities that underpin 
those rights.
May the Spirit guide us through Her Grace, may the Angels cover us with 
their wings, and may the Great Ones shine their Light on our path always.

Thank you.




